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MR. DUN: Today's date is October 26th, 

2001. The time now is 8:17 a.m. I'm 

Richard Dun of the New York City Fire 

Department, City of New York. I'm working 

with Marissa Abbriano, also with the New 

York City Fire Department. I'm conducting 

an interview with the following individual. 

EMT CUNNIFFE: Sean Cunniffe, EMT 

specialist, Battalion 31. 

MR. DUN: This is in regards to the 

date of September 11th. 

Q. What do you recall? 

A. It started off like any other day. I 
went in, got our truck ready, went to stop for 
breakfast on DeKalb and Flatbush, 99 cents bacon, 
egg and cheese, can't pass that up. 

While we were ordering, we heard a lot 
of commotion on the radio. We turned up the 
radio a little bit louder to see what was going 
on. Heard what was going on, ran out to the 
truck, got in. 48 David put us on it, 48 David 
go. 

We went. While going we were a little 


bit excited, it was going to be the job of the 
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century. 

Q. When you got the call were you able to 
see the twin towers? 

A. No, no, not from there. But en route 
as soon as we hit like Tillary Street, the 
Brooklyn Bridge is when we could see it. We 
could see the damage. It didn't look like much. 
We said -- we were thinking to ourselves, me and 
my partner, it's like, ah, some knucklehead with 
a private jet got too close or one of those 
little fighter planes. 

Q. Who was your partner that day? 

A. Jarjeam Felton, 5148. 

We were a little bit excited. We were 
like, this is gonna be the job of the century, 
the job of a career. We were going there, lights 
and sirens blasting along with I don't know how 
many other emergency vehicles over the same 
bridge as us. We went over the Brooklyn Bridge. 

We got off the Brooklyn Bridge at Park 
Row, went up Church Street, I believe -- not 
Church Street, Chambers Street. We heard there 
was two staging points: One was on Church; the 


other was West Street. My partner said to go to 
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Church Street, and I said, "No, we always go to 
West Street." So we went to West Street. 

We got there. I don't know the 
supervisor's name, but we pulled up in front of 
Six World Trade, West and Vesey, and we parked 
our truck pretty much under the pedestrian bridge 
and waited for further instructions. 

We grabbed our equipment and got out 
and this and that. We were waiting there. 

That's when the scope of the whole incident 
unfolded before us, because as we were waiting 
there, we started seeing people falling from the 
building. 

Q. When you were driving to Chambers 
Street, did you see debris flying around? 

A. Yeah, yeah, not much but all that glass 
falling and papers and smoke. 

Q. Was there a lot of people running, 
chaos? 

A. I really didn't pay too much attention 
to it because I was too busy trying to get to the 
staging point at West Street. When we got there, 
when we got set up and we actually had a minute 


to actually stop and look and see, we were like, 
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oh, shoot. 

Q. That was just the one tower that was 
hit at that point? 

A. Yeah. The second plane hadn't come in 
yet. 

We were lined up on West Street, west 
side, right by the pedestrian bridge, between six 
and one, over here somewhere. I don't remember 
the supervisor's name, but they had us line up, 
put our stretchers and equipment on it. We were 
just waiting for further instruction. 

AS we were waiting there, counting the 
people jumping, that's when we saw the scope of 
it. We counted 39 people. It was sad. That's 
when it stopped being exciting and reality kicked 
in and we were hanging out. 

The second plane came in. It was the 
biggest noise I ever heard in my life. 

Q. Did you see the plane? 

A. Yeah. We saw it, we heard it, we felt 
the heat from it, the debris. We ducked under a 
truck, Fire Patrol 3, I believe it was, parked 
right over here. Just before -- because we 


started running. It was just before the 
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pedestrian bridge at West and Vesey. It was 
parked over here. Debris was falling and people 
were running and panicking. 
We came out. A supervisor on the scene 
I believe said get all the vehicles around onto 
Vesey between North End and West in between here. 
So I went, got the vehicle, brought it around. 
My partner stayed there with the staging people. 
Q. The officer, was he a male? Female? 
A. Male, EMS lieutenant. 
As we were standing there, we saw Von 
Essen, Judge, run by us. We saw the Mayor come 
out. Just a lot of people were there: 31 
Victor, 31 Young and 31 Adam and 40 Charlie was 
there. A whole bunch of people from the 
neighborhood we know that work over here in 
Brooklyn. 
I went, parked the vehicle over here. 
As I was returning, I had just turned this corner 
and everybody was running into American Express. 
Q. American Express building? 
A. American Express building. That was 
our next staging point, in the lobby there. We 


set up (inaudible). Everybody was bringing 
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stretchers, all the equipment in there, 
supervisor were in there. Everybody was waiting. 
That's when I got separated from my partner, 
because he went to try to find a phone to call 
his family. 

We were waiting there. We really 
didn't know what was going on outside because we 
were inside. We couldn't really see from this 
point that far over. That's when everybody just 
started running. The rumbling started and a big 
cloud of smoke came by the windows and started 


breaking the windows. 


Q. Now we're talking about the south tower 
collapsing? 
A. Yeah, it collapsed. I'm sure it was 


some significant time in between. It seemed like 


ten minutes, the whole job. 


Q. You lose time. 
A. Yeah. I guess it's almost an hour 
later, 9:55. 


From that, the building started 
collapsing. I just remember looking up at it and 
it was like, ah, that's not supposed to collapse. 


It's supposed to stay up. People were just 
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running, and someone kicked me and said, "Run, 
you stupid ass, run." 

So we started running. We were running 
through the hallway, like the lobby is a big 
lobby, the hallway on the north side of the 
American Express building with the emergency 
exit, and we were packed in there like sardines 
trying to get away. 

Stupid things you remember, like I 
remember telling people just run, get the hell 
out of the building. It's coming down right on 
top of us. The windows were already breaking in 
the front. 

I remember seeing this woman. She was 
about maybe 5-5, close to 250. She was hobbling. 
I looked at her. She had a broken leg. I wound 
up grabbing her, putting her arm around me and 
just dragging her out of the building, because 
she was slowing too many people up. 

As soon as we got I'd say in between 
these two -- the Merrill Lynch, that's when I 
decided to start going back, because I heard the 
maydays on the radios and all of our friends 


screaming. I heard 31 David screaming, 31 Mary 
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screaming, Chief Brown I believe was screaming on 
the radio. 

I just stopped and tried to go back. I 
made it right back to the corner, and that's as 
far as I got. I couldn't see anything and 
couldn't do anything. So I decided to come back 
around here. The MERV truck was here. We were 
saying we'll stay with the MERV. We'll set up 
over here. 

I don't know how long we were there, 
but we were trying to set up the MERV. We were 
getting vehicles pulled off this street. 

Q. North End Avenue? 

A. Yeah, because -- 

Q. Vesey? 

A. Vesey. That's where they had us park. 
31 Adam was dead. We were trying to boost it. 
It was like forget it, just leave it. This all 
happened approximately the same time of the 
collapse also. It was like forget it, just leave 
it. 

There was a whole bunch of us standing 
over here by the MERV truck on North End Drive, 


River Terrace, I'm not sure. It was either here 


S. CUNNIFFE 10 


or here. I'm not sure. 

Q. This is still with the first collapse? 

A. Yeah, still the first. 

Q. Did you see the fireball come yet? 

A. No, I didn't even look up. I just 
remember hearing like the helicopters. Everybody 
was just running wild, and I pretty much couldn't 
see. 

We were setting up, and we said, okay, 
let's go back. We were on our way back, and we 
made it again to pretty much the same corner of 
West End and Vesey. I guess we were standing 
right in the middle of West Street when we heard 
over the radio that tower one is leaning, 
everybody evacuate, evacuate, evacuate. 

We were just trying to get as many 
people out of there as possible just telling them 
to run. As soon as one started coming down, 
that's when we started running. I didn't stop 
until I got to the water. 

Q. River's edge? 

A. Yeah. I jumped over the wall and just 
kept going and kept going. I didn't know which 


way it was going to come. You don't know if it's 
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coming straight down, if it's going to tilt all 
the way down. There's too many things going on 
in your head at the same time. 

I got to pretty much the water's edge 
and started running up this way. 

Q. That would be north? 

A. Yeah, started running north. The cloud 
came over. It wasn't too bad over here, the dust 
cloud. So we started -- we stayed pretty much 
between River, by the park between -- I think we 
made it as far as Murray maybe in between these 
two blocks here and the water. 

That was pretty much it. We hung out 
there. There were a lot of police officers 
around. We saw a friend of ours from -- Officer 
Torres from the 76th Precinct. He was crying on 
the steps behind Stuyvesant. We stayed with him 
because he said he just lost his partner. 
(Inaudible) and caught up in that. We consoled 
him a little bit. 

We were trying to figure out what kind 
of instructions we were going to get. They 
started saying go to Chelsea Piers up on the west 


side. We stayed there for, I don't know, maybe a 
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half hour. 

There was a pay phone there, and the 
line for the pay phone was like 12, 15 people 
long. So I said I've got to call my wife just to 
let her know I'm okay. I waited on the line. I 
met up with Felton again -- from the lobby, which 
is when I got separated from him. But as I was 
running, I saw him pass me by. At least I was 
relieved. 

I had a lot of things going on. My 
sister works in two. I didn't know if she was 
still in there, if she got out. 

Q. Did you ever make that phone call? 

A. Yeah, yeah. I waited on that line, and 
I waited. As soon as I get up there, I asked 
somebody for a quarter, because I didn't even 
have a quarter. Trying to get a line, it took 
eight or nine times just to get a phone line and 
dial tone. Go figure, as soon as I dial the 
number and waste the quarter the line is busy, 
because she is calling here, probably. So it 
took me a while to get through, but I finally got 
through. 


I asked her, "Did you hear from my 
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sister?" Her uncle works there also. She didn't 
know anything, and I didn't know anything. It 
was just "I'm okay and I'm going to come home." 

At the time I was on the phone, Felton 
was in front of me on the phone. He made his 
phone call already. He started walking back. I 
kept yelling at him, "Don't go back there. Stay 
with me." Because he's only here a year. 

It was kind of funny. I was nervous 
for him, because he wasn't even listening to me. 
I said, "Stay here with me. We'll go back 
together. I don't want to be separated from you 
again. I can't get a frigging line out on this 
phone." But he kept walking and walking. I was 
like, where the hell is this kid going? 

So about 15, 20 minutes later, I 
finished my phone call and I start heading back 
towards Vesey, towards North End. I guess it was 
like up here. That's when I saw him with this 
big cloud of dust turn the corner, with his head 
sticking out of the vehicle saying, "I've got the 
vehicle. I saved the vehicle." It was like" 
Yeah, yeah, yeah. It was a piece of crap. It 


dies on us twice a week. You should have let it 
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be buried. Maybe we'll get a new one." 

We got in the vehicle. We started 
collecting -- there were a couple firefighters 
down there. We were helping them collect some 
equipment. There were a lot of firefighters that 
just dropped their packs. They were going around 
in a little golf cart. Some civilians had Scott 
packs and said, "Somebody left this." We were 
throwing them in the back. 

We were heading back towards west side, 
and I guess we made it -- I don't even know 
where, to tell you the truth. We had to make a 
U-turn in an empty lot. I guess it was like 
Vesey and North End again to this corner, and we 
saw -- do you know Abdo? 


Q. Yeah, Abdo. 


A. What is he, a lieutenant? 
Q. Yeah. He's a captain. He's a captain. 
A. Is his last name Abdo or his first 


name? 
Q. His first name. Captain Abdo Nahmod. 
A. I know him from Lutheran, but I didn't 
really know what his rank was. I saw hima 


couple times over here on Myrtle. But Abdo was 
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there, and he was telling us to make a U-turn 
because there was a main, gas main, leaking or 
something. We just tried to circle, find a way. 
We circled back to the west side. 

We picked up some people on the West 
Side Highway, and we went up to Chelsea. That's 
it. Chelsea, we stayed there for a while, just 
doing circles when the troops came in. We got a 
little bit bored and said, screw this, we're not 
wasting our time. There's people down there that 
need help and we're sitting here. 

So we went back down and picked up an 
officer and a construction worker, went with them 
to staging, went back down, picked up more police 
officers and firefighters, brought them back up. 
We were doing transport between, say, Vesey and 
Chelsea, back and forth. We got somebody with an 
MI, a construction worker with an MI. 

Q. Did you transport him to the hospital? 

A. Yeah. There was a staging point 
somewhere on the west side. It wasn't as far 
down as Vesey. 

Q. Canal. 


A. No, it was below -- it was between the 
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tunnel and Vesey Street. There's a staging. 

Q. Chambers. 

A. Yeah. I don't know who the supervisor 
was. There was an EMS supervisor. Any vehicle 
pretty much that passed him he stopped and he 
commandeered everybody's equipment, like throw it 
here. He had a curb full of tech bags, oxygen 
bags, de-fibs, software. So he pretty much 
stripped the bus. 

We had the patient with the MI. He 
gave me a paramedic; I forget his name too. He 
took my partner, Felton, off the vehicle. So 
Felton got off, me and the paramedic, we 
transported one to hospital 02. 

From there there was a place to restock 
your vehicles. We dropped him off and restocked 
the vehicle as much as we could. We went back 
and got held up at the staging at Chelsea Piers 
again. That was pretty much -- from one staging 
point to the other. From there they said, "Okay, 
we need two vehicles to go down to South Street 
staging." So we go down there. "We don't need 
you here." We ended up going to the Greenwich 


area staging, the command post staging. We 


S. CUNNIFFE 17 


pretty much stayed there the whole night with 
Chief Wells. 
That was it. 
Q. Thank you. 
A. Time-wise. 
MR. DUN: This concludes the interview. 


The time is 835 hours. 


